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This application is before the examiner for consideration on the merits. 

I. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 18-20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshida 
et al (6,284,446). 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach, demonstrate and reduce to practice with a method for 
obtaining an image of an exposed silver halide color photographic material comprising the step 
of color developing, blixing (combined functions of bleaching and fixing) and rinsing (washing 
or final wet processing). The material comprises a support having thereon at least three blue-, 
green- and red-sensitive layer containing yellow, magenta and cyan couplers respectively and a 
non-photosensitive hydrophilic colloid layer. The blue-sensitive layer contains more than 90 
mol% of silver chloride, less than 1 mol% of silver iodide and silver halide grains of 0.6 microns 
or less in their sphere-equivalent diameter and a spectrally sensitizing agent being read within the 
claimed general formula VI. The color developing step is in less than 28 seconds. Please see the 
whole disclosure of the applied reference, especially at col.4:30-37, 5:19-22, 35:25-40, spectrally 
sensitizing dyes A and C on cols. 55 and 56, col.59:64 to 61:31, 67:20-30, Table 3 with Samples 
105 to 109 and 1 1 1 to 1 12, 68:61 to 69:5, Table 5 with Samples 205-209 and 211-214, 76:6-8, 
77:14-15. 
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Yoshida et al disclose, teach, demonstrate and reduce to practice with a rinsing step using 
a deionized water having an amount of a nearly or up or to zero electric conductivity on 
col.68:65 to 69:4 and method for reducing calcium ion in a final wet processing step but fail to 
specify "calcium... rinsing step... 5 mg/1 or less" as that in claim 18. It is reasonable to one 
having ordinary skill in the art that a rinsing solution with almost all being water and an amount 
of nearly or up to zero electric conductivity would contain less than calcium in the absence of a 
convincing evidence to the contrary. The record shows that all works in Yoshida et al and in the 
instant application are done in Fuji Photo laboratory. 

Since Yoshida et al are shown to be disclosed, taught, demonstrated and reduced to 
practice with the claimed embodiments, the claims are found to be anticipated by Yoshida et al. 

II. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshida et 
al (6,284,446) considered in view of Camp et al (6,296,995), Tanaka et al (5,460,931) and 
Ogawa (5,496,689). 

The reasons for the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 in the paragraph "I" above is a basic 
for applied under 35 U.S.C. 103. 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach, demonstrate and reduce to practice with a method for 
obtaining an image of an exposed silver halide color photographic material comprising the step 
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of color developing, blixing (combined functions of bleaching and fixing) and rinsing (washing 
or final wet processing). The material comprises a support having thereon at least three blue-, 
green- and red-sensitive layer containing yellow, magenta and cyan couplers respectively and a 
non-photosensitive hydrophilic colloid layer. The blue-sensitive layer contains more than 90 
mol% of silver chloride, less than 1 mol% of silver iodide and silver halide grains of 0.6 microns 
or less in their sphere-equivalent diameter and a spectrally sensitizing agent being read within the 
claimed general formula VI. The color developing step is in less than 28 seconds. Please see the 
whole disclosure of the applied reference, especially at col.4:30-37, 5:19-22, 35:25-40, spectrally 
sensitizing dyes A and C on cols. 55 and 56, col.59:64 to 61:31, 67:20-30, Table 3 with Samples 
105 to 109 and 1 1 1 to 1 12, 68:61 to 69:5, Table 5 with Samples 205-209 and 21 1-214, 76:6-8, 
77:14-15. 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach, demonstrate and reduce to practice with a rinsing step using 
a deionized water having an amount of a nearly or up or to zero electric conductivity on 
col.68:65 to 69:4 and method for reducing calcium ion in a final wet processing step but do 
specify "calcium. . .rinsing step. . . 5 mg/1 or less" as that in claim 1 8. It is reasonable to one 
having ordinary skill in the art that a rinsing solution with almost all being water and an amount 
of nearly or up to zero electric conductivity would contain less than calcium in the absence of a 
convincing evidence to the contrary. The record shows that all works in Yoshida et al and in the 
instant application are done in Fuji Photo laboratory. 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach and suggest the of a metal doping sensitizing agent selected 
from iridium ion complex at col.36:32-34 but do not specify "6-coordination complex having 
Ir. . as that in claim 21 . Camp et al col.22 :22-28 and 72 : 12-13 is cited to show the known use 
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of iridium ion complex sensitizing agent for the advantage of obtaining high sensitivity to one 
having ordinary skill in the art. 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach and suggest the of a semiconductor exposing equipment for 
the advantage of an inexpensive apparatus, duration and stability on col.41 35-39 but do not 
specify "wavelength of 43- to 460 nm" in blue sensitivity range as that in claim 22. Tanaka et al 
at col. 13:24-25 to cite the known use of semiconductor laser having a wavelength in the range of 
about 442 nm in a blue sensitivity range in order to obtain a sharp and contrastive blue image to 
one having ordinary skill in the art. 

Yoshida et al disclose, teach and suggest a rapid process of an exposed silver halide color 
photographic material but do not specify "development step. . .start within 9 seconds 
after... exposure" as that in claim 23. Ogawa at col. 1:16-17, 4:5-6 and 10:49-50 is cited to show 
the known use of a rapid development after an exposure in order to quickly obtain an image to 
one having ordinary skill in the art. 

Since the above references are all related to rapidly obtaining images after an image 
exposure, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use or cite the known use of a iridium ion complex sensitizing agent from 
Camp et al for a reasonable expectation of obtaining high sensitivity on a photographic material 
as disclosed, taught, suggested in Camp et al, a semiconductor layer exposure in a blue sensitive 
range from Tanaka et al for a reasonable expectation of obtaining sharp and contrastive blue 
image as disclosed, taught and suggested in Tanaka et al and a rapid development after an image 
exposure from Ogawa for a reasonable expectation of obtaining an image rapidly. 
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III. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoa V. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-1332. 
The examiner can normally be reached from 6:30 AM to 4:30 PM on Monday though Thursday 
and about the same time of most Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on 571-272-1526. 

Applicants may file a paper by (1) fax with a central facsimile receiving number 703- 
872-9306. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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